
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, January 2, 2013  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
In the absence of Chairman John Fontana, Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 
6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo, Commissioners David Kanute, Joseph LaPorte and Joanne D. 
Palmieri; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael 
Manware.  
Excused:  Chairman John Fontana 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the Minutes of the 
December 5, 2012 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
VISITORS:   
1.  Jim Sarantides – Southington Girls Softball League (SGSL).  Vice Chairman Fasulo recognized Mr. 
Sarantides for all his efforts on behalf of the league over the years.  He said there were nothing but good 
things to be said about that league, and he was happy to award Mr. Sarantides with the 2012 Outstanding 
Service Award.  His name has been added to the plaque with other recipients’ names which would remain 
at the Town Hall for all to see.  Dave Lapreay will be getting a small remembrance for Mr. Sarantides to 
keep.  Mr. Sarantides thanked the board for their support and for being named for this award; however, he 
said he would be remiss if he did not include all of the previous league presidents.  They are still involved 
with the league.  Everyone thanked Mr. Sarantides for the great job he did. 
 
2.  Lisa Wrubleski – American Lung Association. Mrs. Wrubleski and her friend, Erin Furniss, addressed 
the board about a project they would like to do in Southington in memory of all those who lost their lives 
in the Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown.  They want to do something that would be a lasting 
tribute.  The proposal is to plant 26 mature butterfly bushes along the Rails to Trails since it is used by so 
many every day.  Butterflies are symbolic of life renewed. Mrs. Wrubleski thought the bushes could be 
planted perhaps a day in May or June by the children of Southington and their parents, such as a Girl 
Scout troop, a Boy Scout troop for instance.  The plants are very hardy and attract butterflies and 
hummingbirds.  There would be no cost to the town.  She has been a fund raiser for the American Lung 
Association for 15 years and knows it can be done.  She would also like to have a memorial plaque 
explaining why the project was done.  Several commissioners thought it was a great idea.  Commissioner 
LaPorte suggested possibly having the bushes planted in advance and having the children just do 
something symbolic for each.  Mrs. Wrubleski was asked to work with Mike Manware regarding 
placement of the bushes along the trail.  Also, the board would like to know when the event would take 
place so they could also attend.  The plaque request would most likely have to go to the Town Council for 
approval.  Motion was made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to support 
the effort just described and to do whatever we can to help.  Motion carried unanimously.  Mrs. 
Wrubleski said she would now contact local nurseries for pricing and try to get sponsors. She thanked the 
board for allowing the project. 
 
3.  SVMFL E-Board.  George Cardozo introduced himself as the new president of the league.  Tom Porter 
is the new tackle commissioner.  Mr. Cardozo stated that there are a few things that are high on the 
agenda to get done at Rec Park, including lights on the lower field, the bylaws need to be updated, 
scoreboards need to be moved around, it is the 50th year for the league and activities are planned 
throughout the season to celebrate the event.  Both men said they looked forward to working with the 
Park Board.  In response to a question, Mr. Cardozo said the most important issues to be resolved would 
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be the safety of the kids playing.  The equipment has to be right; first aid has to be available and trained.  
They are considering whether they need an EMT on site every Saturday.  Also, weight of the kids.  There 
has been a lot of discussion on the topic.  Mr. Cardozo doesn’t have an answer but he has some concerns 
with unlimited weights.  It would have to be discussed with the rest of the E-board to try to change.  He 
said he also doesn’t want kids trying to lose weight in order to play.  Currently their three divisions have 
no minimum or maximum weights.   
 
Discussion followed on the subject of weights.  There are not enough kids to make individual teams for 
single grades.  Commissioner Kanute believes there has to be some kind of limit on the weight issue.  It is 
very important to this board.  We know it is complicated.  Commissioner LaPorte added that there have 
been articles in the news that for safety, little kids shouldn’t be playing this type of football.   
 
Mr. Cardozo mentioned that the powder puff group is new; they had 40 girls last year.  It was well 
received.  He intends to continue to support and grow the program.  The powder puff group will be under 
the E-board.  He also said conduct is another thing he will work on – parental conduct, coaching conduct. 
 
Vice Chairman Fasulo asked that Mr. Cardozo stay in touch with Dave Lapreay regarding any bylaws 
changes, budget information, etc.  The bylaws are expected to be ready by the end of May; they will have 
to be posted.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding voting privileges.  In the past each coach had a vote along with the officers 
and coordinators.  The current rules allowing parents or anyone else who attends meetings to vote can 
sometimes cause one team’s ideas to get “pushed through” that way.  Mr. Cardozo said they must attend 
at least 75% of meetings, which shows they are interested and committed to the program.  It is a different 
perspective and something else to think about.  Mr. Porter said if parents have an issue, they should bring 
it to the coach, and then the coach brings it to the E-board to resolve.  The new E-board is very motivated. 
 
There was some discussion about how to go about lighting up the drive-in multi purpose field.  
Suggestion was made to get a few quotes to see what it might cost.  Perhaps form a committee of all the 
various leagues that would use the field to see how they can help.  Of course, the project would have to go 
through Planning and Zoning, Engineering and the usual permitting process.  It was also suggested to find 
out if there are any grants that would help pay for the lighting. 
 
Certified officials was the next subject to be discussed.  Chairman Fontana asked Mr. Fasulo to encourage 
the league to use certified officials.  There is no problem with liability with the officials now used.  They 
are certified, but with a different organization.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  A couple of letters would be addressed during Mr. Lapreay’s 
report. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported that the last dance unfortunately got cancelled at 7:30 that night. It was the day of 
the Sandy Hook shootings.  Apparently Dr. Erardi sent out a blast message late in the day that all after 
school activities were cancelled so people did not show up for the dance.  Winter programs are going on.  
Hoop It Up program for first and second graders starts this Monday with 15 each boys and girls.  It will 
run for four weeks.  Deer hunting is over at Crescent Lake.  There were 46 total hunters (17 new ones).  A 
total of 7 deer were taken down.  The number has been going down; could be partly because Rogers 
Orchards closed off their property and the weather was another factor.  There were no issues and no 
complaints.   
 
On January 12 the SouthingtonSOS group which is a group of community leaders that help out in 
disasters will be having a violent video game and movie drop-off at the drive-in from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.  
The Highway Department has dropped off a bin for disposal.  It is not just for Southington residents. 
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Mr. Lapreay has been on a credit card committee for several months to get one vendor for use at Town 
Hall.  The committee has selected a vendor and submitted the recommendation to the Town Manager.  He 
believes it will go to the Town Council for approval.  It will be a big plus for the Recreation Department 
for registrations, bus trips, etc.  People have been asking for it. 
 
Bonnie Sica and the Southington Land Trust have been doing the School Nature Day program since Trails 
Day ended.  Bonnie Sica submitted a letter stating that they will not be doing it this year.  There was an 
issue with the Board of Education also doing a similar program through the Southington Education 
Foundation (SEF) for 4th graders (the same group that was attending the Nature Day programs).  The SEF 
just started their program last year.  Mr. Lapreay stated that he has had $10,000 in the budget for Nature 
Day but that it will be eliminated from the budget proposal for next year that is due to the Town Manager 
by January 11. 
 
A letter from an individual from Goodwill is requesting that a drop box be allowed for clothing next to 
the books drop box near the drive-in.  The letter states that they provide services in our community.  
Commissioners would like to know what organizations they provide services to in Southington.  Mr. 
Lapreay will get the information and report back to the board. 
 
Commissioner LaPorte said the question keeps coming up about bathrooms on the trail.  It should 
probably at least be considered.  Mr. Lapreay said it is in the Capital Improvement Plan to put a restroom 
on Goat Island and possibly one near the train depot but he was not sure what year of the plan it is in.  
Steve Wlodkowski, who is in charge of the Parks Department, put it in the CIP.  He will check on it. 
 
After the meeting, Mr. Lapreay will go over the proposed budget. It is due to the Town Manager by 
January 11th. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported that we are on the verge of opening the ice rink.  We have not had consistently 
cold temperatures at night to open it.  It is expected to be in the teens the next couple of nights so we may 
be able to open by the weekend.  We will be in control of it.  The liner had to be repaired after last year’s 
use; items were thrown in and made little holes.  In response to a question, Mr. Manware said now that 
the rink is downtown the department can take care of it more easily.  They will take care of the 
Open/Closed sign.  They will try to keep it up to code with regard to the step size.  The process of getting 
the rink set up took time but maintenance is not a big issue.  He is waiting to hear from CL&P about a 
light on the pole.  What is there now is OK but can be improved.  Commissioner Kanute felt that there 
should be a budget for maintenance of these things.  When the liner needs to be replaced it would come 
out of the Parks budget, not Recreation.  Mr. Manware noted that the light is on a sensor to deter 
vandalism, so it will be on if you start getting calls.   
 
Mr. Manware said they were the only department in Town Hall that had to move ourselves.  The 
Christmas decoration program is almost gone in both Plantsville and downtown.  The leaf program is 
pretty much finished with the parks and open space areas. 
 
Commissioner Palmieri made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner Kanute.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  None 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
   
NEW BUSINESS: None 
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ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting by 
Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri and carried unanimously.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


